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IDENTIFYING CULTURALLY MODIFIED TREES IN THE PILBARA

INTRODUCTION

has not been established. A review of
ra specific identification checklist in the

Culturally Modified Trees (CMT) help inform the narrative“of humat
the available literature shows a gap in North-Western Australian studies. A
coming year.

OBJECTIVES

of identification and recording
Pi

+ Identify CMTs/non-cultural with more certainty
« Create consistency in recording

Use of coolamon dish

Consultant recorded use of scar
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DESKTOP RESULTS

g * No published work for the Pilbara on CMTs,

overuse of Eastern States literature and criteria. /
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(inside scar)
Orientation
Height above ground level
Shape of scar

+ Amount of regrowth - Thickness and width
Any evidence of implements used
Proposed use
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Limited understanding what trees are used for Itu ral Iy m 0 d Ifl ed ’)
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Consultants record varying attributes -

CMTs found more often on lower slope degree F
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Estimated age of tree
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Number of CMTs by slope degrees

branches
| © Number and location of branches on tree

« Evidence of disease or other factors

« Evidence of insects

Evidence of fire

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT:

+ Slope class

+ Surrounding vegetation

« Water in the vicinity

« Other trees of same species in area

Any artefacts in general area
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Standardised attributes & checklist for Pilbara CMTs (Field guide to N T
CMTs) | Manre vee
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Thankyou to the Banjima and Nyiyaparli people for use of tree photos. References Further information
Historical photos: National Library Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn6107154 & Long, A 2005, Aboriginal scarred trees in New South Wales: a field manual, NSW D 1t of and Cor . Contact Rachel Bulloch — Rachel.Bulloch@bhpbilliton.com i
nla.pic-vn4926887 & nla.pic-vn4900623. Shield photo: State Library of NSW, Item no: Byrne, D 1997, Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Standards and Guidelines Kit, NSW National Parks and Wildiife Service. ‘ ‘ HIE H
BCF 04745, vandying photo: Don MeLsatt How the eat Was, Lod, sl pubehed. Marison. M. & Shaphards £ 2013, The aenaselogy of eutrally moded rees. Idigenous economie dversfcaton wihin colorial #4¥ bhpbilliton resourcing the future
Port Hedland, 1984. Modern coolamon photo: http://www.wangkamaya.org.au/pilbara- intercultural settings in Cape York Peninsula, northeastern Australia, Journal of Field Archaeology, vol. 38, no. 2, pp. 143-160.
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