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The objective of this paper is to illustrate why
archaeologists should reassess their theories
and methods when working in rural Australia.

A process of realisation, reflection and engagement
is proposed to achieve this objective.

1. Initially, there is a need to realise that within the
pastoral landscape (the sheep/cattle properties and
associated townships) that dominate rural Australia
there are antiquarians whose knowledge, collections
and guardianship of Aboriginal objects and sites
is considerable & important (eg: as seen to the right).

2. After acknowledging this, there is a need to reflect
on the culture and history of such antiquarians.

3. Lastly, the process of realisation and reflection is the
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In the course of my paper such
historian- antiquarians as A.S.
Kenyon, Percy Trezise & Grahame
Walsh are discussed to illustrate the
diversity of antiquarian notions and
uses of the Aboriginal material past.

In particular, the case study explores
the prevalence of antiquarianism in
the Central Burnett Region, QLD.

Further research is being conducted
on the culture and history of the
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lakes. but more complex expressions of technolgy are ignored or excluded.

My contention is that antiquarians represent an
ethnographic challenge to archaeologists.

Q Inaway reminiscent of archaeologists engaging with
Aboriginal people and their cultural approaches to
their ancient (prehistoric) and recent (post-contact)
material past, a similar engagement is needed by
archaeologists in relation to the important and diverse
manifestations of antiquarianism in Australia.

Antiquarianism can be described as both, a discourse
that a person adopts to understand the Aboriginal
material past, and, as embodied by a type of person.

1. Such a distinction indicates that some people are
somewhat amateur in their antiquarianism,
adopting it as a discourse, and can be classed as
either an anonymous or active antiquarian.

2. However, some people are so dedicated and
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